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and Alphonso, king of Castille, who was his
father's great friend. The king of Castille, when his
brother usurped his throne, had fled to Al-Mamun ibn
Dhil-Nun who gave him hospitality and protection.
But politics and ambition had their effect; the king of
Castille forgot all the promises he had made to
Al-Mamun at the time of his adversity and refused to
succour the son of his friend and protector prefering
the alliance of Ibn Abbad. Al-Kadir then appealed to
the king of Badajoz who came to his assistance and
helped him to be restored to his throne. But suddenly
the king of Castille took off his mask and attacked the
territory of Toledo which he fiercely ravaged. The
king of Badajoz alone stood by the side of Al-Kadir.
The secret treaty which Ibn Abbad had concluded
with the king of Castille, gave him a free hand in
Toledo. The king of Castille hastened to assemble
all his forces and advanced with a great army towards
the walls of Toledo, those valleys having been the
field of war for several years till they were totally
ruined and impoverished and the phantom of starvation
began to threaten the inhabitants with its terrible
misery. The elite of the Muslims were aware that the
situation was critical and that the fall of Toledo, one
of the great seats of Andalusia, into the hands of the
king of Castille, foretold its final fall and that the fall
of the first bastion in the edifice of the Muslim state
meant the fall of the whole edifice. A number of them
urged union in the face of the common danger. Abul-
Walid, Cadi of Beja, an influential old man, went round
the provinces and cities, visited Murcia, Granada and
Seville raising his voice and warning against the con-
sequences of discord and assuring that the king of
Castille will destroy all the Petty Kingdoms one after
the other, if they did not hasten to co-operate and unite.
But the efforts of these wise envoys, who foresaw
the latent calamities of the future, were. in vain and
ambitions and personal passions overcame every wise